
INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS 
 
SHOCK® publishes regular Research articles, Rapid 

Communications, Review articles and Letters to the Editor. Rapid 
Communications should be brief reports of especially important 
and timely findings in the field. Published length should be three to 
four pages, including figures and references. Reviews will be by 
invitation of the Editor but recommendations for topics and authors 
are welcomed. The Editor also invites letters expressing comments 
on dissenting opinions concerning papers recently published in 
SHOCK®. Letters must not exceed 500 words and should be 
submitted double-spaced with any references prepared as for 
regular research reports. Publication of submitted letters will be at 
the discretion of the Editor. Each author should include his/her 
complete address. All submitted manuscripts will be critically 
refereed by at least two members of the editorial board or expert 
consultants. 

Authors are encouraged to submit their manuscripts in a PDF 
format online at www.SHOCK.sciencebyte.net. If online 
submission is not possible, please contact the Editor: Dr. Irshad H. 
Chaudry, University of Alabama at Birmingham, 1808 7th  Avenue 
South, Room BDB 502A, Birmingham, Alabama 35294–0012 
(telephone: 205–975–0118; fax 205–975–0119) for assistance. 

Manuscripts must be typewritten, double-spaced with at least 
one-inch margins on 8.5 × 11 inch paper. Number all pages in 
sequence beginning with the title page. The sections should be 
arranged in the following order: 

Title Page—This should contain the complete title of the 
manuscript, names and affiliations of all authors (do not list 
degrees), institution at which the work was performed, name, 
address, phone and fax numbers and e-mail address for 
correspondence, and a running head of not more than 45 
characters. 

Abstract—An informative abstract of approximately 250 
words should state concisely the purpose and pertinent methods of 
the study as well as the findings and specific conclusions. This 
abstract should be suitable, without rewording, for use by 
abstracting journals and indexing services. 

Key Words—Submit five to eight key words appropriate for 
indexing purposes. Do not repeat words or terms used in the title. 

Text—The text of the manuscript should begin on a new page 
and be arranged as follows: introduction, materials and methods, 
results, and discussion. The use of subheadings and paragraph titles 
within these headings is encouraged for sake of clarity. For 
standard abbreviations, authors should follow the guidelines in the 
Council of Biology Editors Style Manual, 5th edition. All other 
abbreviations should be defined when first used and listed in a 
footnote. Authors are encouraged to use abbreviations sparingly 
and to pay careful attention to avoidance of ambiguity. 
Acknowledgments should appear at the end of the text prior to the 
references. 

References—In the text, references should be cited 
consecutively by numbers in parentheses. In the reference section, 
they should be listed in numerical order; include the names of all 
authors and complete title of the article cited. References must be 
restricted to directly relevant published works, papers or abstracts 
that have been accepted for publication. Usually the total number 
of references should not exceed 35. 

Journal abbreviations should follow Index Medicus style. 
References must be double-spaced with only one reference per 
number. In the following examples notice the punctuation, do not 
use all capitals, do not underline. 

Journal articles 
1. Remick DG, Bolgos GR, Siddiqui J, Shin J, Nemzek JA: Six at 

six: Interleukin-6 measured 6 H after the initiation of sepsis 
predicts mortality over 3 days. Shock 17:463–467, 2002. 

 

Books 
2. Brundage SI, McGahn R, Jurkovich J, Mack C, Maier RV: 

Incidence of Adult Respiratory Distress Syndrome As a Function 
of the Timing of Femur Fixation. Proceedings: 5th International 
World Congress on the Pathophysiology, Immune 
Consequences and Therapy of Trauma, Shock and Sepsis, 
Munich, Germany, March 2000. Monduzzi Editore S.P.A., 
Bologna, Italy, pp 113–118, 2000. 

Articles in books 
3. Marshall JC: SEPSIS, SIRS, and MODS: consensus, 

controversy, and challenge. In Faist E, Baue AE, Schildberg FW 
(eds.): The Immune Consequences of Trauma, Shock, and 
Sepsis—Mechanisms and Therapeutic Approaches. Vol. II (1). 
Lengerich, Germany: Pabst Science Publishers, 1996, pp 41–50. 

Tables—Tables should be numbered in order of appearance 
in the text with Arabic numerals. Each table should have a title 
and, if necessary, an explanatory legend. All tables must be 
referred to in the text. Under no circumstances should a table 
repeat data that are presented in an illustration. Statistical measures 
of variation (i.e., standard deviation, standard error) should be 
identified and no significant decimal places in tabular data should 
be omitted. 

Figure Legends—A legend should be provided for each 
illustration. The legend should be informative and must define all 
abbreviations and symbols used in the illustration. 

Illustrations—Glossy prints must be submitted for all 
halftones such as photomicrographs and gels. Color illustrations 
will be printed only at the authors’ expense. Photocopies of line 
drawings are acceptable at initial submission provided that glossy 
laser prints are provided upon acceptance of the manuscript. All 
illustrations should be of professional quality and must be clear 
even after reduction in size for publication. Typewritten or hand 
lettering is unacceptable as are figures generated by dot matrix 
printers. Figures will be reduced to 15 picas wide (less than 1 
column) to facilitate the most efficient use of space. Authors 
should provide high quality originals with figure legends, rules, 
labels, etc. that are large enough to remain legible after reduction. 
Illustrations should be numbered in order of appearance with 
Arabic numerals and identified by affixing a gummed label on the 
back with the following information: number of the illustration, 
name of the first author and an arrow indicating top. Actual 
magnification of all photomicrographs should be provided, 
preferably by placing a length scale on the print. 

Submission: A cover letter should accompany all 
manuscripts submitted to SHOCK® indicating that: 1) the 
manuscript is not currently under consideration for publication 
elsewhere, 2) the manuscript has not been previously published in 
any form with the exception of preliminary reports in abstract 
form, 3) all authors listed consented to the submission; and 4) that 
all data are used with the consent of the person generating the data. 
In situations where the review of the submitted manuscript depends 
highly upon another manuscript submitted for publication but not 
yet published, a copy of that manuscript should be included with 
the submission. Upon submission of a manuscript, the author(s) 
will be requested to sign an agreement transferring the copyright to 
the Shock Society if the manuscript is accepted; however, all 
reasonable requests by authors to reproduce such work for review 
purposes will be routinely granted. Manuscripts involving the use 
of laboratory animals or human subjects must clearly state 
adherence to appropriate guidelines and approval of protocols 
by their institutional review boards. 

Page Charges—Authors are expected to pay a page charge 
of $50/page from Research Funds to help defray publication costs: 
Editorial decisions are not contingent upon ability to pay page 
charges. 


